The Age of Exploration Unit Plan

for Tenth Grade World History

Essential Question:


What were the reasons different cultures engaged in exploration and trade, and how did those cultures interact with each other?

Objectives:

· Students will learn about how and why cultures explored other parts of the world.

· Students will learn the reasons why some cultures chose not to, or were unable to, carry out long-distance exploration.

· Students will learn about the positive and negative interactions between different cultures.

· Students will be able to talk and write about the different aspects of the Age of Exploration.

Standards:

OSPI’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 & 5.4

Texts:

· Beck, R. B., Black, L., Krieger, L. S., Naylor, P. C., & Shabaka, D. I. (2007). Modern world history: Patterns of interaction. Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell.

· Krieger, L. S., Neill, K., & Reynolds, E. (1997). World history: Perspectives on the past. Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell.

Lessons:

This unit combines two units from the Beck text (see above). Lessons 1 through 3 are based upon chapter 3, An Age of Explorations and Isolation; and lessons 4 through 6 are based upon chapter 4, The Atlantic World.

1. Europeans Explore the East

2. China Limits European Contact

3. Japan Returns to Isolation

4. Spain Builds an American Empire

5. European Nations Settle North America

6. The Atlantic Slave Trade & The Columbian Exchange and Global Trade

Assessments:


There will be short formative assessments at the beginning of each class to review previous lessons. Graded formative assessments will follow lessons 1 and 4 in the form of a short written response (about five minutes) to a Level 3 question where the students have to speculate, hypothesize, or predict an outcome.


There will be graded summative assessments following lessons 3 and 6 consisting of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay (approximately one paragraph).

Schedule:


The schedule is an approximation. If students are engaged, the lesson may carry over to the next day. If the students are not showing any interest and the information has been covered, the teacher may start the next lesson early.

· Day 1: Europeans Explore the East – Covers European explorers and voyages into the Indian Ocean

· Day 2: China Limits European Contact – Covers the Ming and Qing Dynasties, and Zheng He's voyages into the Indian Ocean

· Day 3: Japan Returns to Isolation – Covers the Tokagawa Shogunate

· Day 4: Review of lessons 1 through 3

· Day 5: A written opportunity for the students to show what they have learned

· Day 6: Spain Builds an American Empire – Covers the Spanish conquest and settlement of the Americas

· Day 7: European Nations Settle North America – Covers the Spanish, Dutch, French, and English conquest and settlements in North America

· Day 8: Global Trade (The Atlantic Slave Trade & The Columbian Exchange and Global Trade) – Covers international trade, and the institutionalization and economics of slavery between Europe, Africa, and The Americas (this can be combined for a one day lesson or spread out over several days)

· Day 9: Review of lessons 4 through 6

· Day 10: A written opportunity for the students to show what they have learned

